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Judge Advoecate General's Jspartment -- VWar Department
‘ URited Jtates of Americes
£ in the matter of the fail. * rerpetuat ion of Testimony of
ure of tae Cerman arny to James Frederick Zeiser, Sgt
provide adeqguate Tood, ©  ASK 35142019, ’
quarters, and meficsl ate- *
tention for Amerfican pyprisone*
ers at Bucheawald Concen- ,
Lra E;,ia::;ag : &mp :.. September 1944 %
i | & : . - - = 4 - -~ » v F B B - 7 . ™ - - : )
laken at: 0712 Jersey Avenue, Cineinnati, Ohio.
Date: 27 July 1945

A _bhe ‘resence of: Noynard E, Hanson, Speeial Agent, SIC
nestions by daynard &, Hanson

ve 2LALE yOour name, ran/;., perial number, permanent home addres 8,

and the date &nf }‘W of your birth,
A :

ie James Frederick Zelsper, Sgt., ASN 35142619, Ny permauent

B

home address is 671k Jersey Avenue, Cineinnati, Ohio, I wes
born on 29 April 1915 in Cineianati, Ohlo,

<o 0BT sdueational institutions &id you attend:

Ae 4 gracdunted from hisgh school in Cineinnati, Ohio, and then
atlended & six-months course at the Jage Institute of NHeon,

vinsinnati, Ohio,

we =iAt was your c¢ivilian ocecupation?
Ae 1 Operated a neon sign business in lLafayette, Tndiana, for
about two years,

“e LJAVE you recently returned to the United States from overe-
86ensd

-y .

As Tes8, I arrived on l1ll June 1945 at Soston, Massachusetis,
e HOre you & prisoner of war’
Ae Yes, for about 10 months in France and Germany.

» Will you state where you were held prisoner-and the dates
of your imprisonment? |

A. I was captured in Faris, France, on 1l July 1944 and taken
to the Fresnes prison in the northern part of Taris and I
was held prisoner there until 15 August 1%944. 1 was moved
by rail from Fresnes prison to Suchenwald oconoentratlion ocamp
at Veymer, Cermany, where I was held from 20 August 1944 ©o
19 Oetober 1944 :gin I was transferred to Stalag Lurt jIil,
at Sagan, Germany, where I was imprisoned from <l -..:a&oboz: 1944
to 27 Jenuary 1945. 1 wes then transferred to Stalag 7 A,
at Moosburg, Germany, where I remmined prisoner until my libe

eration, 5 - ¥-
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Do you know of any atrocities or mistreatment of American
citizens or prisconers of war at any time?

ies
Will you des#Ribe this nmistreatment?
',4"'. -~
I arrived at’'Buchenwald Concentration camp near Weymar, Gere

many, on 20 Agcust 194k together with about 170 other Amer-
ican airmen, rfor the rirst three weeks of our internment at
this camp, we were confined to the "Lower Lager" which was
simply a ¥enced enclosure 1in which there were avout 10,000
prisoners including Poles, Jews, German politi®al prisoners,
French, Mussian and British, We were so crowded thaet we could
not walk freely without bumping into other prisoners. Because
of this crowded condlition, and the length of time we were con-
fined in this enclosure, the sanitary conditions became une
bearable as there were no toilet facilities provided., There
were iour small tents erected in this area that were used for
housing sick prisoners, bSach man was supplied with only a
pair of trousers, a shirt and a cap. %hen it rained we were
soaked to the skin and the area became like a pig pen with
the nud and filth several inches deep., While confined in
this area we received but a mesger German ration of food. At
L3130 AM dally one halfl bowl of porridge was provided to be
shared by two men, At 11:00 AM we received a cut of tea, At
5:00 PM we each received o.ue-sixth loarl of bread and one half
bowl of soup which was usually uneatable as it was poorly
prepared from a base of dehydrated vegetables, Twice a week
we each received a very thin slice of sausage that was about
one and one half inches in diameter and twice a week we Ie-
ceived a few small cooked potatoes, On these days however,
the soup ration was cut one half, #fter aboul three weeks

we were moved to a "Central Lager"™ and assigned to barracks
with about 720 men to a building., We were each suppllied

with a2 blanket and there were four tiers of shelves agalinst
the walls which served as bunks, About 50 per cent of the
men had open sores as a result of infected flea bites as

proper medical treatment was not provided,
Did you receive any Red Cross parcels while a prisoner ol war

Yes, on the average we received weekly one parcel to be shared
by two men with the exception of several weeks when none ar-
rived and during the time we were in transit,

Can you identify any of tThe persons responsible for this in-
cident? :

Yes, The German g)urA charge of our lLager was a Wermacht®
private by the name of Hofffman, e was about 30 years of
age, short, heavy set and [stocky, about 5 feet 8 inches 1in

height and weighl about '180 pounds, with dark hair and av-
- (5! %ﬁ.ngne was & man with’a mean and arrogant dis-

erage
pozg 164, The assistant Lagerfueher was a German political
pri r who Xad been in the camp for 11l years, Ills name
was h or Bdek and can be ldentified as he was a tall,

middle aged who had an injured foot, The foot was am-

putated across the middle of the arch and he wore but half
a shoe and walked withia slight 3imp.

Can you identify any of uhe vietims of this incident?

No, I 4o not know the names ol any of them.
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