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HEADQUARTERS, ARMY SERVICE FORCES

OFFICE OF THE JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

SPJGI 12-811

/

SUBJECT: Interrogation of 24 Lt. Stratton M, Appleman

TO: Commanding Generazl, Eigchth Service Command, Santa Fe Buildine
- - Lo 9
Dallas 2, Texas

- e

ITENTION: Director, Security and Intelligence Divigion

l, It is requested that Second Lieutenant Stratton M. Appleman,
0-673709, 1857 Service Command Unit, Reception Station, Fort Sam
Houston, Texas, be interviewed and that his testimony regarding war
crimes be tzken under oath in cuestion and answer form, zs indicsted
in paragraphs 6, 7, and 8 of the letter dated 2 June 1945 from the
Commanding General, Army Service Forces, on the subject of "Interviews
with Repatriastes from Eneny Territory re War Crimesg",

2. 7The attention of Lieutenant Appleman should be directed nar-
ticularly to the =zlleged execution of a number of American and Britich
alr force officers who were at Camp Buchenwald snd who were removed
therefrom on or gbout 1° October 1944, Extracts from a letter Dre-
pared by Walter S. Joy, Special Agent, CIC, and s forwarding letter
from the Staff Judge Advocate, ETO, are inclosed to sssist the examiner.

3. In view of the zpparent importance of this matter, it is re-
quested that the interrogation be expedited as much as possible.

4, If Lieutenant Appleman has left your area, this reguest should
be forwarded to the headquasrters of the service commend in which he is
located, directed to the attention of the Director, Securitv snd Intelli-
cence Division, asnd information regarding the reference should be com-
municated to this office.

¥FOR THE JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERALS:

i M

2 Incls MASTIN G, WHITE

2 letters as stated Colonel, JAGD
Deputy Director
War Crimes Office
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OPLIB 8S - WC 12905341 1st Ind MAP S/1
(6 Jul 15) . s

\ Headquarters, Eighth Service Command, ASF, Dallas 2, Texas, 4, July 1945

T0: Commanding General, Fourth Service Command, Atlanta 3, Georgia
ATTENTION: Director, Security and Intelligence Division

l. Subject was transferred to Army Air Forces Redistribution Station

# 2, Miami Beach, Floride, per Par 22 of S0 155 dated 2 June 19&5, to report
Miami Beach on 5 August 1945,

2¢ Forwarded for compliance with basic communication,

FOR THE COMMANDING GENERAL:

]

7 iﬂ’é‘éﬁf?wf :
2 Inecls MACK A. POND
n/c Major, CMP
Asst Dirsctor, Intslligence Div, S & I

WV/ATRIPINARE/als
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/ CONFIDENTIAL

g SPIIB (6 July L45) 2d Ind,

HEADQUARTERS FOURTH SERVICE COMMAND, ASF, Atlanta 3, Ga., 26 July 1945,
// 70, Special Agent in Charge, s O. Box 328, Miami 3, Fla,

Forwarded for compliance with basic communication at the earliest
practicable date purguent to instructions contained in letter, Headquarters,
Army Service Forces, file SPX 000.5 (28 May 45) OB-S-SPINT-M, subject: "In-
terviews with Repatriates from Enemy Territory re War Crimes,” dated 2 June
1945, and 1lst indorsement thereto, this headguarters, dated 9 June 1945,

LUCIUS L. DECK 2

Major, Infantry,
Chief, Intelligence Branch,
Security & Intelligence Division,

BY COMMAND OF MAJOR GENERAL BROOKS:

3rd lad,
S1G, MIAT FIEID OFFICE 54-56, P. O, Box 328, Miami 3, Florida, 17 Aug 45.

TO: Chief, Intelligence Branch, S & I Div., Hq. Fourth SvC, ASF, Post Office
BUllOan, Atlanta 3, GﬁOTeld-

Basic communication cmmplied withe

AAMNMNS /{L%’
A SON CHIHCUN
opecial Ag@nt in Charge

STIC Field Office 54-56

S Tneles *-2 /¢
3-%5 = 3 Depositions added

CONFIDENTIAL
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i the matter of failure t¢ o erpetuation stimury of

> : . s n—— . . - oY _
provice guarters for Swricen v JLratton N, ippleman, O=G67370
fltlbmiu ¥ ﬂf al at MChen lﬁ‘, 21 ,.f.:. »

FOrTany . ¥

- Hg s g : oo Iy Hot.e 1R 0o .y . :

. 3 r *-u.t CL u#..&ﬁtﬁr 'c 'ttl’ m‘i-'ith.ni.l-[ '&‘:!ﬁ_rttl’ o Hiw@ S :?-‘-t..m’ ‘ ]'-bl-;:ﬁ-i- m-ﬂ ) i ?
ate: & August 1945

i B .,' L » - P L - ' - R & ' - . -
i the Iresence of; “Fean He visveland, Speecial genty security Intelligence orps,

‘tarih cervice Command

42 3 o ¥ “ ar 1§ A | ' v ed i '
Haporter: SELY Lo BOOTS, Clexk-Typlst, Hisni Besch Service Base y Sland

nestions Wy

o

Erm He Uleveland, Special Agent, Security Intelligence wOrps,
forrth Seprvice Ceamand

£y Serial number, and present home address.

\

" 5 | L 2 ”Il' T B U T i
As Sirutten N, Lg_}mh <nd it., O=073705, F. Oy Box 267, Avansas Fass, Texas,
i« what were you engeged ia pricr te shtering servise!

Le Otudent of Jowrmaliom at University of Texas,

¥

v+ ¥hen Qid you Join the Army"
Ae &l Jamuary 1942,

‘e Fheh did you first beccms a prisorer of the Germana’
A. & June 1944,

Jo Uhat providiuns were mide i‘g quarters fer the 160 American and British officers
o were Laken to Buclenmald en 20 Auguet 19445
As e were Iforced to sleep in the open on stane paved area, no shelter or blankets.

it was in August but we wore on & sountain and it was cold at night, Tids lasted
for two weeks,

i« That kind of alothing did you have?

Ae Then we first arrived all of our ciothing was teken away from ue, #e were shaved
from head S0 fopt and Lhen we were issued & shirt and & palr of pants each, which
clothing was CEken from Jewish prisoners whe had been exterminated.

.‘

Ge VWas it known by the Uerman autherities that you were priscners of wart -

A, The Cerman commandant of Duchensald remarked to Squadron Idmdcrhucud L@
Vew Zealand Alr Force that “e knew we were priscners of war, bub Thers was nothing
he could do sbout it at the time, This remark was made two days alter we were
taken to Buchenwald,

N {J
. /2 - P/ — Al
4s Fere Ay protests mede Wy your group’ 3 | | AT D

| b~ Y

N L2
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{ prote ij.\fral sade by the Senior British Ufficer, Squadron Luader Lameson,
&i;m AFEU) Senior Amed can Officer with the re uost that the rrotes :
transmitted to Berlin and request that we be noved to a regular prisoner of ar

eamp, lhe protests wore made at least three diff rent times. [Sach time Lhey

were rejedted and usually with the remark that we were luftwaffe
wvere lucky to be treated as well as ve were,

We DO you know »ho the Commandant of Buchenwald snag’

As RO

de Do you know the name of any other recponsible Gemman of flcers at Duchenwald’

A. No,
< nhat food were you given at Buchemald’

As A bowl of soup dally, 1/6 loafl of bread, and potatoss twice a wedk, /e didn't
recelve any Hed Cross parceis,

e Aller the twe week peried without shelter, what kind of quarters ware you given’

As We wore given quariars which vere forserly occupled by abowt 500 Gypay children,
ihese children wore moved out and agcording 0 rumor wore extarminsted. These
barvagks were about the sise of an ordinary barracks in a U, 5, Ary post, and
had 4 tiers of bunks which were merely shelves alout 5 feet wide and separat od
by a &' x 4%, These shelves ran along the valisthe full length of the barracks
¢ both sldes, There were no mattrosses, but there were two blankets to every
b sen, There wore 750 porsons in this barrecks, including our group. The others
were not priscners of ar, but inclnded pecple of all nationalities,

de liere there any protests made about these guarters/

As 188, we protepted at balng kept at this camp, "o alee regquested that we be kKept
in ssparaete barracis from the other petple, 50 a8 to be allowed to set wp our
sanitation system and take precautions against disease, The requests se e naver
granted, sxgept that we were finally moved to a priscier of =ar camp,

¢ DO you inow why the 130 aen were Laken to INchenwald,
As Yes, because all of them were in ¢iviliasn clothes when captured,
« Did these man have anything to prove they were prischers of war

A. HNost of these neh had dog Lags,

state of ?lﬂrid.)
] 58

County of Dade )

: t 1
I, Stratton M, Appleman, of lawful age, be ng duly sworn ¢n oath, state tha
rnv.’md the foregeing trenseription of my imterrogation and all angwers contained
therein are true to the best of sy knowledge and bellef,
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Conmand, o Ly stration XM, & :
s COrtily that Stration M, Appleman, Ge-673700 and it,,

bafore mo on 8 August 1545, and testified concemmins
going is an sceurate transaription of t

< ’?t fenhl

e angwers giver

“y A SO Yhe several

» - :rm 1;. -f-' ‘:*" Am:l
“p eial lgent, Cecurity Intellis nce
| Curin .cervice Conmand
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APPLEMAN, Stratton M, _
SPIIB 4th Ind,

(6 Jul 45)
HEADQUARTERS FOURTH SERVICE COMMAND, ASF, Atlanta 3, Georgia, 24 August 1945

I0: Director, War Crimes Office, 4732 Munitions Building,
Washington 25, D, C.

l. Forwarded in compliance with request contained in basic commnics-
tion,

2, Attention is invited to the fact that inclosure #5 is improperly

executed, An attempt was made to have Subject properly sign this deposition,
but it was ascertained that he hed already been transferred to ATSC, 4020th
AAF Base Unit, Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, In view of the fact that the de-

poesition is valuable mainly because of the leads it contains it vas not deemed

necessary to send it to the Fifth Service Command for correction,

FOR THE COMMANDING GENERAL: |

L&_/Qi—fu L}.,‘K C 1o
\CALLIE H, PALMER,

f nel, GSC

“Lirector, Security &
Intelligence Divieion

. - - - =

© Incls:
#1-2 n/c
#3-5 - nfc (1 cc ea w/d)

CONFIDENTIAH






